
The  
12 Days 
Before 

Christmas 

As we count down the days until Christmas, we invite you to use these daily ideas for conversations 
and activities. Here are a few possible ways to use this resource, beginning on December 13: 
 

  Grandparents may use the suggestions to engage with their grandchildren. 

  Families may use the resource each day at mealtime or bedtime. 

  A congregation may use the ideas to connect with older adults who may be isolated. 

  Individuals may use the suggestions as daily opportunities for reflection and action. 

 
Day 1 If  you could take a gift to baby Jesus in the manger, what would it be? 

 Make, share, or give a gift to someone (i.e., draw a picture, run an errand, bake a treat). 
 
Day 2 What is the best thing that has happened to you since last Christmas? 

 Spend a few minutes giving thanks for the good things in your life. 
 
Day 3 What are three things that brought you joy this year? 

 Share joy with someone (i.e., write a note, offer a smile, make something special). 
 
Day 4 What does the “Christmas spirit” mean to you? 

 Watch a movie, listen to a song, or read a story that captures that spirit. 
 
Day 5 What is a hope you have for the coming year? 

 Think of  at least one way you might help make that hope become a reality. 



Day 6 What is your favorite Christmas song? Why do you like it? 

 Try to learn something about when and why the song was written. 
 

Day 7 How have you felt God’s love this year? 

 Find a way to say, “I love you,” to someone special in your life. 
 
Day 8 What is/was one of  your favorite Christmas traditions as a child? 

 Share a story about that a time that you kept that tradition. 
 
Day 9 How would you like to see the world become more peaceful? 
 Find a way to say, “I’m sorry,” to someone to whom you need to apologize. 

 
Day 10 What are some of  your favorite names for Jesus (i.e., Savior, Emmanuel, Prince of  Peace)?  

 Find a Bible verse, song, or poem that uses that name for Jesus.  

 
Day 11 What is the best Christmas gift you’ve ever received? Who gave it to you? 

 Pick a Christmas card you’ve received, and say a prayer for who sent it to you. 

 
Day 12 Which part of  the nativity story do you like the most? Why? 

 Imagine which character in the nativity story you would like to be. 
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